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As your new president I’d simply like to say that 
I appreciate your trust.  I am very pleased to be 
working with the new and returning members of 
the board who are a fine group of people.   With 
their help we will do our best to keep everything 
running smoothly and to maintain the excellent 
level of  demonstrations we have grown to 
expect.  I’m excited and looking forward to the 
coming year. 

Our holiday party was a great success and a 
good time was had by all.  As usual the hors 
d’oeuvres were outstanding, the side dishes 
scrumptious and desserts marvelous.  We know it 
must have been since practically nothing left 
over.  Patrick O’Brien won the ornament contest 
with a beautifully executed large ornamental 
turning suspended in an iron cage.  The gift 
exchange included one beautiful turning after 
another, making it hard for the contributors to pick 
which one they wanted.  I think the door prizes 
were also a big hit this year since we added donated 
turned pieces to the regular purchased gifts.   I want 
to offer a special thanks for the generosity of the 
members who contributed.  

On another note, I recently started getting 
American Craft magazine hoping to find some new 
sources of artistic ideas I could apply to my turnings.  
I found the following quote in the opening editors 
remarks that I thought applied to us.  “..when you 
learn new skills, you add to your manual, mental & 
emotional toolbox.  You multiply your opportunities 
for self-fulfillment.  You learn to think in new 
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January’s meeting is on Saturday the 14th, 
8:30 am to 3 pm, at Bryant HS. 

I am pleased to introduce Les Wade as our 
demonstrator for January.  Les is a gifted, classically 
trained master woodworker who studied 
clockmaking, furniture and construction trades 
before emigrating here from Great Britain in the 
late 1970’s.  He owns and operates 2 companies.  
Lesden Corporation in Fredericksburg which 
specializes in building and installing custom 
cabinetry and Westminster Clocks & Fine Furniture 
which specializes in grandfather clocks & custom 
furniture. 

Les does not call himself an artist.  For him the 
lathe is just another tool in his repertoire to be used 
as needed.  He will be addressing copying, split 
turnings, fluting, spiraling and indexing for starters.  
Then he will move into how to make spindles that 
use beads and coves to blend transitions smoothly 
and how to lay out and carve pineapple and flame 
finials. 

Another highlight will be how to customize 
common tools: (1) regrind an old spade drill bit into 
a self centering bit that can be used with a drill bit 
extension to drill for lamp wires or starting deep 
hollow-forms; (2) the logic behind making custom 
figure 8 style calipers out of plywood that can be 
built to measure all situations; (3) regrind an open 
end wrench so it will cut a nominal sized dowel to 
an exact finished size.  

This will be a meeting you won’t want to miss.  
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ways.  You make creative progress and the benefits 
can be profound”. 

With that in mind I would like to introduce the 
President’s challenge.  A nod of thanks to Richard 
Allen who planted the seed of this idea.  The point 
of the challenge is to see how you can creatively 
solve a problem.   There is no reward for skill 
level  or esthetics.  You can think of these as rough 
prototypes or make finished pieces of art.   Feel free 
to discuss ideas among yourselves or to contribute 
collaborative entries.  The main objective is just to 
see how different people explore various solutions 
to the problem. 

Entries should be brought to the February 
meeting to be displayed and briefly discussed at 
Show & Tell.   There will be a very valuable reward 
assigned by lottery to all who contribute.  This 
reward will be unveiled at the January meeting. 

The February Challenge:  Make an object that 
will balance on an area 1/4” diameter or less. 

Thanks, 

Steve Schwartz  

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 )  
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When I arrived at the CAW Holiday Party the 
room was decorated, tables were in place, food 
aromas filled the air, and turners with turnings were 
arriving.  The set-up was in the usual configuration 
with appetizers and drinks to the right as you walk 
in.  Continuing around the room counterclockwise 
was the buffet line, in the far corner the door prizes, 
a long banquet table with gift exchange on the right, 
TV in the middle and the Seasonally themed turning 
contest on the left.  The middle of the room and 
taking up the vast majority of the space were round 
tables covered with seasonal table cloths and 
attractive center pieces. 

Over the next half hour or so the room filled 
with members and their spouses.  I counted the 
turnout as 50 club members and spouses.  I would 
estimate that there were 35 members and 15 
spouses.  The round tables spawned a lot of 
conversation. 
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I heard positive comments on many different dishes 
that were shared by everyone. 

We usually have only a few minutes to talk with 
our fellow club members at CAW meetings.  At this 
party we have loads of time to talk with everyone 
and yet scant little time to talk shop, which you 
don't realize until you are on your way home.  Well 
that was it, a terrific time was experienced by all 
who showed up. 
   Richard Allen 

Photos: Richard Allen and Helen Schwartz 

The door prizes.  There were loads of door 
prizes.  The membership came through in a big 
way sharing what they love with the others 
attending the party.  I counted over 20 door prizes 
with 2/3 being member-turned items.  There 
were bowls and pens and bottle stoppers and a 
platter. 

The gift exchange.  There were bowls and 
plates and pens and clocks and vases and all 
manner of wonderful turnings.  Richard was voted 
first for the lidded bowl from Big Leaf Maple Burl.  

Al was voted second for a plate made of cherry 
which was decorated with burned designs of 
butterflies.  Third was Steve with a decorated vase 
and fourth was a square edge bowl. 

The seasonal contest.  There were ornaments 
and decorated platters and bowls and vases and 
snowmen.  Patrick O'Brien's large birch and maple 
ornament was voted best.  Richard's faux 
Christmas lights was voted second.  Ed's basket 
weave vase was voted third and Bob's fluted 
ornament was voted fourth. 

There was Christmas music playing and the TV 
was displaying pictures, CAW turnings, and events 
from a collection of pictures.  The food was 
terrific.  There was just the right amount as 
everyone had plenty to eat and there was very 
little left on the buffet line at the end of the party.  

C A W  H o l i d a y  P a r t y  
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for it,” and sand to 600 grit. 
 Those heavily waxed exotic woods are generally 

always too wet for boxes.  Mike rough turns 
these and most other woods that aren’t known 
to be dry, and then let’s them dry for a couple of 
months before finish turning the box. 

 On end grain boxes go for a tight lid fit.  For flat 
grain boxes, the best way to show figure, go for 
a one handed lift-off fit.  The worst fit for a flat 
grain box is a fit that releases just after you lift 
the box clear of its surface, and you’re left 
holding onto the lid only.  

 Mike demonstrated turning a box, and though 
he claimed later his tool control was terrible, the 
box he demoed, while not sanded, had no 
obvious grain pull-out and the lid was a perfect 
snap fit. 

 By the way Mike thinks that roughing the blank, 
hollowing, and sanding are all “great 
competitors” for boring the audience. 

 Mike is an advocate of Hunter Tools.  However, I 
really liked his way of explaining a possible 
disaster – “these tools cut really well, they make 
little sound or vibration.  The problem is it’s 
really easy to make the inside diameter the 
same as the outside diameter; WHICH IS NEVER 
A GOOD THING.” 
 
I have five pages of hand written “how to” notes 

on Mike’s box making process, should anybody want 
to discuss.  A lot of little things in there like cutting 
off the lid but leaving it in the chuck (I’ve always cut 
the lid off with the box body remaining in chuck) 
which makes all kind of sense because the next 
logical work is the inside of the lid, and this way it’s 
still in your chuck. 

For a “how to” written by Mike see 
http://www.teknatool.com/projects/
MikeBOX/Turning%20an%20End%
20Grain%20Lidded%20Box.pdf 

The lead picture in the article isn’t the shape 
that I prefer, though it’s what Mike is most 
recognized for.  It’s not the one he demonstrated. 

Frank Jessup 

I spent part of 14 and 15 October 2011 with Don 
Riggs, a life member of CAW and plank owner of 
Smith Mountain Lake Woodturners.  Mike Stafford, 
Ray Inaba (past President of CAW), and I spent the 
night at Don’s, to be available for Mike’s box turning 
demonstration on Saturday morning.  Of course, 
there was no hardship involved in time spent with 
old friends and the making a new one while feasting 
on Pat Riggs’ fine foods.   

Mike proved to be an excellent turner, superb 
box maker, and good ole boy (I’m biased, though I 
think my judgment is sound in this case, for Mike is 
from North Carolina, as am I).  I should note here 
that based on seeing Mike’s work on WOW, I’d 
previously tried to talk him into demonstrating for 
CAW.  Mike’s turning goals are to make a buck while 
turning as many species as possible into boxes – 
seems like he mentioned something to the order of 
270 species and counting. 

So, a few observations and personal takeaways, 
ending with a link to a box-making “how to” from 
Mike: 
 Cherry is my favorite local wood.  Mike turns it 

but finds it a bit brittle (I can’t argue with that as 
I once accidently knocked over four cherry bowls 
that I was putting finish on. The drop was about 
18” onto concrete.) 

 Mike states that most of his boxes are bought by 
women. He finds that women feel the boxes 
both outside and inside, whereas men do more 
looking than feeling.  He warns to finish the 
inside well, for if a woman feels a flaw, it will 
only be seconds before she puts it down and 
moves on. 

 Mike introduced the concept of hairline checking 
from the heat of sanding.  This was my biggest 
take away.  Having never heard of heat checking, 
I generally sand as fast and hard as I can, always 
just short of actually burning my fingers.  Mike 
often puts a “small dab” of paste wax on his 
sandpaper to keep the heat down.  Start with 
course-enough sandpaper to do the job, “use 
sandpaper as if your bother-in-law were paying 

M i k e  S t a f f o r d  

D e m o n s t r a t i o n   
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B l a c k  W a l n u t  

Q u a r a n t i n e  
Since retiring last January, Bill Hardy built up 

some inventory and has taken on more retail shows. 
Over a December weekend he again did the Laura 
Nichols house show in Great Falls. Bill did a weekend 
show in Blacksburg, VA, and added two new ones, 
the Shenandoah Valley Fiber Festival in Berryville in 
September and the Fairfax High School Craft Show 
over the November 19-20 weekend. 

Tom Boley teaches Turning Natural Edge Bowls 
on Saturday, Jan 21, 2012; Turning a Three Legged 
Stool on Saturday, February 25, and Bowl Turning on 
Saturday, March 24. Nate Johnson teaches the Art 
of Wood Burning on Saturday, March 31. All Classes 
run 10 AM to 5 PM at Woodcraft of Leesburg, VA. 
Call 703-737-7880 or see www.woodcraft.com/
stores.aspx?id=575&page=classes 

John Noffsinger teaches Introduction to Hollow 
Turning on Fridays, January 13 and 27, at 6:30-9:30 
PM (3 hours) at Woodcraft, 6123 Backlick Rd in 
Springfield, VA.  Call 703-912-6727 to enroll. For 
more information see www.woodcraft.com/stores/
spore.aspx?id=326&page=classes 
 
Mark Supik’s workshops at 1 N. Haven Street in Baltimore, 
MD are: 

Open Studio Saturday, $30 for 3 hours: 
Saturday January 21, 9AM to Noon or 1-4 PM 
Saturday March 24, 9 AM to Noon or 1-4 PM 

Open Studio (evening), $30 for 3 hours, Wednesday February 
29, 6-9 PM 
The Right Start – Spindle Turning, $150/day with all materials 
and lunch: 

Saturday, January 28, 8:30 AM – 5 PM 
Sunday, February 12, 8:30 AM – 5 PM 
Saturday, March 10, 8:30 AM – 5 PM 

Bowl Turning, $150/day with materials and lunch: 
Sunday January 29, 8:30 AM – 5 PM 
Saturday, February 11, 8:30 AM – 5 PM 
Sunday, March 11, 8:30 AM – 5 PM 

   Small class sizes and all skill levels are welcome. Advanced 
turners please let us know the specific skills you would like to 
work on so that we can have the materials ready.  More details 
are at www.marksupikco.com (click on “Get Schooled Here”) 
or call 410-732-8414. There is always a 20% discount for 
woodturning club members. For directions to the shop see 
www.marksupikco.com/links/directions%20to%20shop.pdf 

Don’t be shy! Promote yourself. Tell us about your 
woodturning activities in the CAW Newsletter. Send 
your information by the 22nd of the month to Phil 
Brown, philfbrown@comcast.net, or call 301-767-9863. 

Thousand Cankers Disease (TCD) is a pest 
complex that is causing mortality in walnut in many 
western states. It is caused by the walnut twig 
beetle (Pityophthorus juglandis) and an associated 
fungus (Geosmithia sp. nov.). Black walnut (Juglans 
nigra) is highly susceptible to this disease, but TCD 
has not yet been found in the native range of black 
walnut. The following pest alert from Colorado State 
University provides an over-view of TCD: 
http://mda.mo.gov/plants/pests/

pestalert_overviewofTCD.pdf 

Cankers caused by the fungal 
pathogen Geosmithia sp. nov. 
form wherever the walnut twig 
beetle (Pityophthorus 
juglandis) probes the wood. 
Eventually hundreds or 
thousands of cankers form, 
coalesce and cause tree 

mortality.  (Photo by Dr. Ned Tisserat, Colorado 
State University) 

The Virginia Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (VDACS) has confirmed TCD in 
Richmond, VA. This is the second state in the native 
range of black walnut to confirm TCD.  VDACS has 
implemented a temporary quarantine covering 
Chesterfield and Henrico counties and the city of 
Richmond. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
(PDA) in cooperation with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and Penn State Cooperative Extension 
confirmed the presence of Thousand Cankers 
Disease (TCD) in black walnut trees in Bucks County 
in Eastern Pennsylvania.  PDA issued a quarantine 
on Bucks County, as well as restricting movement of 
walnut wood into the state from 11 known infested 
states. 

The Missouri Department of Agriculture 
prohibits the importation of certain walnut items 
from states known to be infested with TCD including 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Tennessee, as well as 9 
western states through its state exterior quarantine. 
Please see:  http://mda.mo.gov/plants/pests/

thousandcankers.php 

A b o u t  O u r  M e m b e r s  
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Jan 11, 2012 (Wednesday) 
Dueling Tops or “three for one”.  This mini course 

will kick off with demonstrations by CA Savoy, 

Patrick O’Brien and Frank Jessup; each using slight 

different methods to turn a textured and colored 

spin top.  Afterwards, the students will have the rest 

of the day to turns tops with all three 

demonstrators present for assistance.   Wood for 

tops will be provided.  Time 9 to 2 with lunch break. 

Jan 31, 2012 (Tuesday) 
Mirrors, timely with two weeks to Valentines Day!  

The instructor will kick off demonstrating (step at a 

time as class progresses or showing a piece that is 

finished for each step) how to make a 3” compact 

mirror on the lathe while using no hardware other 

than a chuck with number two jaws which will 

expand and hold in a 3” shallow hole. A ONEWAY 

Talon with Standard Number Two Jaws is preferred.  

Students will be provided (for a fee) with mirror(s), 

wood blank(s), and bag(s) for finished mirror.   Time 

9 to 2 with lunch break. 

Feb 8, 2012 (Wednesday) 
This class will be a curly maple pagoda lid box 
(pagoda roof shape to top of lid;  lid is fitted inside 

box body; male tenon on lid; simple concave bottom 

vice a foot). This type of box is considered by many 

to be one of the less complex box forms (vice box 

body fitted into lid with female mortise on lid).   This 

project will introduce, for those not familiar with 

these specific skills: jam chucking; an 

unconventional method of holding the lid to finish 

the inside bottom of the lid; and rudimentary 

hollowing.  

 

The Skill Enhancement Mini Courses were started 

in fall of 2011.  Upcoming courses continue per 

below and hopefully will extend far into the 

future.   These courses have been taught by either 

the Skill Enhancement Staff or selected CAW 

members with most material provided, along with 

tooling as available.  Cost to students have been 

held to the standard shop fee, currently $5 (to be 

paid by everybody who participated, whether 

enrolled in mini class or not), plus a nominal 

materials fee.  Cheap thrills; though, one must be 

a member of both CAW and AAW to participate. 

There is no cost to watch!. 

To enroll and reserve a lathe contact CA Savoy. 

Otherwise its first come, first served until the 

shop is out of lathes, chucks and tools. In some 

courses students will either have to provide their 

own tools or make special arrangements with CA 

Savoy or the specific course instructor(s).  

One  way to attain proficiency is to reinforce what 

you have learned.  Therefore, to take a spindle 

turning mini course and not have a spindle gouge 

to practice at home would make little sense.  On 

the other hand, to come to a mini class on hollow 

turning before buying a full set-up of tooling for 

hollowing perhaps is a smart investment 

approach.   Expect to see additional details on 

specific mini courses via email to membership. 

 

Skills Enhancement Workshops are held on the 

Second Wednesday. and Last Tuesday of each 

month except December. In December the 

workshop is on the second Wednesday. 

All workshops are held in the Wood Shop at 

Bryant High School, from 9 AM until 2 or 3 PM. 

 

S K I L L S  E N H A N C E M E N T  
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  CA’s - ONEWAY PRODUCTS 

20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.  

Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products . 

Will provide quote upon request. 

Happy and Safe Turning!!! 

CA SAVOY 

2Sand.com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist serving 

woodworking and woodturning workshops, founded on the principles of fast 

service, fair prices, and superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper 

sheets, and woodturning tools, and we can ship them to you today. If we offer a product on our web 

site then we have it in stock and ready to ship. 

R. J. Stroman, a CAW member, operates 2sand.com. 

Contact RJ at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: www. 2sand.com 

Whether making gifts for your family or items to sell in craft shows, it’s time to get your order in for 

Penn State pen or project kits. Check out the new Penn State website at www.pennstateind.com and 

email Amy Rothberg at amy@landingcrafts.com with your orders or quetions. Also note that Amy is 

a Teknatool dealer of Nova and Super Nova chucks and accessories. 
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Tony Joyce 

(editor) 

ajoyce@acm.org 

Send news items to: 
cawnews@cox.net 

Capital Area 

Woodturners 

Mentor Program: Please contact 

Annie Simpson at 

simpson.annie@gmail.com 

Phone - 703.391.7950 
 

 Benjamin Leatham 

Alexandria, VA 

 

N E W  M e m b e r s  

The CAW 

Newsletter is the 

official publication 

of the Capital Area 

Woodturners, Inc. 

Capital Area 

Woodturners is a 

chapter of the 

American 

Association of 

Woodturners 

Monthly Meeting Information - 

Bryant Adult Education Center 

2709 Popkins Lane, 

Alexandria, VA 

Map with driving directions here: 

www.fcps.edu/maps/
bryant.htm 

Directions:  

From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 

towards the Wilson Bridge over the 

Potomac River.  

Take Exit 177A (Rt. 1 South) on the 

VA side. 

Approximately 1 .9 miles south, you 

will pass the Beacon mall complex 

with Lowe’s on your right. Drive 

past the main entrance to Beacon 

mall, go 4 more stop lights (about 

1/2 mile). 

The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. 

Turn left and go two blocks. 

Bryant Center entry is on the right. 

Drive to the East side of the 

building. Parking is on the side or in 

the rear of the building. 

The entrance to the wood working 

shop and meeting rooms is off the 

back corner of the east side of 

Bryant Center 

If your contact information 

changes, including your email or 

mailing address, please contact 

Phil Mannino at 

philemann@verizon.net 

mailto:simpson.annie@gmail.com
mailto:phileman@cox.net

