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The CAW Newsletter is the official publication of the Capital Area Woodturners, Inc., a chapter of the 
AAW, and is published for the information of its members.

Capital Area Woodturners
Newsletter

www.capwoodturners.org

WHAT TO LOOK FOR THIS MONTH

Saturday, August 13 – 8:30 am to 3:00 pm – Bryant HS – Featured Demonstrator Keith Tompkins – $7 demo fee

SHARE KEITH'S JOURNEY FROM FUNCTIONAL FURNITURE TO ARTISTIC TURNINGS

Keith began his woodworking career in 1971, where he trained as a professional cabinetmaker. He spent many 
years in the industrial woodworking field, his clients included architects and interior designers. Keith's current  
work focuses on creating one-of-a-kind sculptural wood turnings. Keith utilizes his woodworking and design  
background to the fullest, adding carved details, textures, and colors, to his unique body of work. Keith has  
gained recognition as one of America's most creative woodturners; his work has appeared in numerous  
exhibitions, and is included in many international collections. His work has received numerous awards,  
including the prestigious Niche award in 2005, and most recently the Richard J. Pagano Award for best of show  
at Northeastern Woodworkers Showcase. Keith has demonstrated throughout the United States and Canada, and  
has written several articles related to woodturning, and his work has appeared in many publications world-wide.

LUNCH

Orders will be taken for Primo subs for lunch. $8.00 for sub, drink and chips.  Order will be placed with Primo’  
by 10:00 am.  Please see one of the order takers to place and pay for your order.  If you do not place and pay for  
your order, please do not take a sub.  Simple enough, but every meeting some folks forget.

THIS MONTH'S RAFFLE

Stainless Steel Cocktail Shaker Kit 1 quart Watco Danish oil Turner's Sanding Pack
Box of 10 3M dusk masks 6 Pack pen Blanks Psi 1"X8TPI 3/8 Screw Chuck
3x7x7 ambrosia maple bowl blank Ferderlings Shoe Black (Alcohol Base)

DATES IN AUGUST

August 13, Saturday — Monthly Meeting featuring Keith Tompkins (8:30 am – 3:00 pm)
August 10 Wednesday  — Skill Enhancement Workshops at Bryant HS (9:00 am -3:00 pm), $5 fee if using  
any tools (lathe, band saw, drill press, etc. ) Must be AAW member to use any tools. Watching is free.  Please 
note only one Skills Enhancement this month.

LOOKING AHEAD

September 10, Saturday, CAW Monthly Meeting

file:///Users/richardallen/Desktop/CAW_Newsletter_Articles/08-2011_newsletter/http://www. capwoodturners. org
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About Keith Tompkins by Keith Tompkins

While in high school I turned a pair of walnut candlesticks  
as a woodshop project. I watched the form of each 
candlestick develop as piles of shavings grew around me.  
The intoxicating scent of black walnut filled the air. A film  
of French polish applied to the revolving pieces seemed to  
bring the swirling grain to life. Something inside of me  
came alive too. I had discovered a passion for 
woodworking that would endure for a lifetime.

Immediately after graduating, I received employment in a  
large cabinetmaking shop. I was assigned mostly menial  
tasks, from stacking lumber to sweeping the floors. I  
started at the bottom, but I had no intention of staying  
there. I studied the master woodworkers. I observed how 
they sharpened their tools. I listened to their finely tuned  
hand planes as they effortlessly produced translucent  
ribbons of wood. I asked annoying questions, and I 
watched. And I learned. I took pieces of scrap wood home 

after work and I practiced. I read every book on woodworking and design I could find.

I eventually became assistant to the company President, where I was responsible for designing and building  
prototype furniture pieces, and the jigs and fixtures required to put them into production. I was granted several  
design and utility patents for this work. I was also responsible for training new employees and overseeing  
production in the shop. I later began my own custom furniture business. Gradually, my interests have evolved  
from making functional furniture pieces to creating artistic wood turnings. Working at my lathe gives me a great  
sense of freedom; and allows me to explore my creative side. I expect my work to reflect my experience as a  
cabinetmaker as well as a woodturner, and I strive to create bold, dynamic pieces that reveal a small part of me.

My wood turning career continues to lead me in new and sometimes unexpected directions. I believe the best is  
yet to come.

Keith P. Tompkins

Keith Tompkins
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What Happened Last Month by Richard Allen

The CAW had the pleasure of Don Riggs for the day.   The meeting started with Show and Tell.  There was a  
good selection of turnings displayed by a variety of experience levels.  I was going to say skill levels but all the  
turnings represented a high level of skill.

After Show and Tell the meeting moved to the demo room for the business meeting.  The turnout for the meeting  
was huge.  I counted over 100 people attending the meeting.  The last time I saw that many members attend a  
CAW meeting David Ellsworth was the demonstrator.  There were a lot of guests attending the demo as Don  
brought family and there were half a dozen new members.

There was a discussion about the cost of the Graeme Priddle demonstration.  The consensus of the folks  
attending was that the CAW board was doing a difficult job well.

CA announced that August 10th would be the only skill enhancement  for August.

A man talked about a chess set he had designed many years ago.  He is looking for a woodturner to make chess  
sets to his design.  This would be a business arraignment.

The demo by Don Riggs started with turning a ball.  Don used the 3 axis method for turning balls.  Don turns  
effortlessly and shares his thoughts and actions with the crowd as he unveils the process.

Next Don turned a long stem goblet.  There are many 
tricky procedures in turning one of these wonders of  
woodturning.  Don shared all of his tricks so that everyone  
attending would be able to turn a successful long stem 
goblet.  One technique which I had never seen before was 
turning a short mandril with a 2” business end that has a  
slight dome to which velcro is attached.  Don is then able  
to affix sanding discs to this mandril to smooth out the  
underside of the goblet foot.

“God's punishment to woodturners is sanding.” Don Riggs

Next was a small hand mirror done with 3 simple 
mountings.  First is a mounting between chuck jaws and a  

flattened live center to form a short tenon on what will be the wood side of the mirror.  Next mount the blank in  
the chuck on the tenon and turn the mirror side.  Last mount the blank with the mirror recess in expansion mode  
to turn and finish the wood side of the mirror.

Don still had 15 minutes before lunch so he turned a light pull.  All the while Don was turning the ball, goblet,  
mirror and light pull, he never appeared rushed.  Don had plenty of time to explain whatever he was doing and to  
answer any and all questions.

More than 65 people remained for the afternoon session.  That is the largest afternoon crowd I have ever seen at  
a CAW meeting.

After lunch the demonstration continued with Don turning a bowl using scrapers.  Don has embraced the scraper  
as an effective turning tool.  Don made quick work of the turning the bowl.  This was followed by turning a  
natural edge vase.

Don Riggs
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It was 2:00 pm and my head was full of Don's woodturning wisdom.  Don remained to turn more items.

If you missed this CAW meeting you missed a woodturning treasure.  For most of us we were there and saw this  
unparalleled display of woodturning excellence.
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Upcoming Meeting & Event Information (Mike Kinney)

Aug Keith Tompkins with a workshop
Sept Michael Kehs with a workshop
Oct TBD
Nov Alan Lacer with a workshop
Dec The Holiday Ball

CAW New Members

Bret Dunlap Arlington, VA
Mel Montemerlo Burke, VA
Timothy O’Hearn Alexandria, VA
Lou Springer Alexandria, VA
Clint Stretch Arlington, VA
Bill Warner Woodbridge, VA
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The treasure that is Nate Johnson

by Richard Allen 

I first became aware of Nate at WoodCraft.  Nate had  
burned the faces of the WoodCraft employes onto pieces of  
wood.  The faces were about ½ scale and they all looked 
like they had been laser engraved.  Nate had burned all of  
these faces by hand.  What a remarkable talent.

The next time I attended a pyrography class at WoodCraft  
which Nate was giving.  CA, Bod Pesold and Don Johnson 
also took that class.  I had tried burning designs on turnings  
before taking the class and I was always disappointed with  
the results.  Nate showed us how to improve our results is  
his easy going encouraging way.  What a terrific teacher.  If  

you want to try your hand at burning wood look for Nate's next pyrography class at WoodCraft.

My next dealing with Nate was a laser engraving job I needed done on some pens.  A friend of mine was putting  
on a road rally and I was making pens as mementos for the folks participating.  We decided that engraving the  
pens would improve the effect of the mementos.  Nate does laser engraving so I talked with him about the job.  
Nate answered my questions and offered advice so we could have a successful outcome.  There was of course a  
deadline involved and Nate went out of his way to make sure our rally was a success.

Nate is a terrific talent and a wonderful person.  The next time you see Nate smile and ask him how it's going.  I  
am certain you will get a smile in return..

I am not the only one who has good things to say about Nate.

by Tom Boley 

Nate Johnson is a gentleman and a mighty fine human 
being.  You know Nate -- he makes our CAW name tags.  

I mailed him a walnut dish on which I wanted him to laser-
engrave some special wording and a drawing of our church 
as a farewell gift for our pastor who is being transferred  
this summer to another church.  Nate, as always, got to it  
right away and did what he thought I wanted.  

At 7:30 that Monday evening, he called to say he had made  
a terrible mistake.  He had missed the note which I had sent  

in the package with the bowl and had used what he thought I wanted based on an e-mail message.  He was very  
irritated with himself for not seeing the note as it had stayed in the package when he got the bowl out and he just  
simply missed it.  Easy to do.  

Nate Johnson

The laser engraving done by Nate
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Nate knew that we needed it by Saturday and said he was 
about to leave home in Dale City to drive up to our home in  
northwest Loudoun County right then to bring it back to see  
if I could skin off what he did from the bottom of the piece  
so he could redo it.  It's an hour and a half drive.  Nate came  
up that night but by the time he got here, I had found  
another piece of wood from which I was able to make a  
new piece for the pastor.  Nate didn't have to wait as it was  
ready when he arrived.  He took it home and two days later,  
he and his wife Sue brought it back, driving another hour  
and a half each way. Nate Johnson exemplifies a quality  
which I value very highly -- when he makes a mistake on a  
job, he redoubles his efforts to make it right as quickly as  
possible.  That is the kind of customer service which every  
business should strive to emulate.  Nate Johnson is a  

gentleman and a mighty fine human being and I value his friendship.

Pastor and Wife with finished bowl
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Show and Tell
If you bring in an item for Show and Tell please get Phil Hall to take a picture of it.

I turned the Cherry bowl. I sanded it to 320 grit,then I put  
some Watco satin finishing wax on. for the dry/wet  
sanding. From 400 to 1200 grit with wet/dry sanding 
paper. I next used a paper bag  to begin the polishing  
process. I finished that process using the beall polishing  
process.

John Bailer’s  Cherry Fruit Bowl 5" x 7"

Ben Johnson’s Maple Burl Hollow Form 4" x 5"



     Capital Area Woodturners August  2011 page 9

This piece was from one of two rough-turned ambrosia 
maple pieces which I bought from Richard Cruise at one of  
the Virginia Woodturning symposia a few years ago.  They 
have both been decorating the floor of my shop against one  
wall for a long time and I finally decided to turn one to a  
finished tray.  It was really fun as turning something that  
large is challenging.  That is not quite the largest tray I  
have turned, but pretty close.

 

This piece is truly the most beautiful piece of wood I have  
ever turned.  It is a eucalyptus burl.  I do not remember  
where I got it but it was a commercial purchase as the  
price tag on the block of wood was $253!!!  And it is  
stunning.  The turning is OK, but the wood carries the day 
because of its spectacular grain pattern and the changes in  
color which run through the whole piece.  

 

My business is commercial woodturning so I buy a lot of  
8/4 wood, joint it flat and square, plane it to thickness, cut  
it to width, and then run that table-saw-cut side through the  
planer to square up each piece.  I had run this piece over  
the jointer and when I turned it over to check to be sure the  
whole side had been properly smoothed, I was horrified to  
see that metallic spot shining through!  I had an instant  
vision of a huge chunk out of my three jointer blades.  
However, it turned out that it is likely a lead bullet fired  
into this poplar tree many years past and, being lead, was  
softer than the high speed steel jointer blades so no  
damage was done.  Whew!  But I thought you would be 
interested in seeing it.  Over the years, I have found both  
wire and nails in wood which I am either prepping for  
balusters or turning for bowls, but this was my first bullet.  

Tom Boley’s Ambrosia Maple Tray 21 inches-  
salad bowl finish

Tom Boley’s Eucalyptus Burl Bowl 14" x 2.5" – 
Watco finish

Tom Boley’s Poplar Baluster blank with lead 
bullet inclusion
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Bryce Doke’s “First Bowl” -  3” x 5” locust  
with General Finish Gloss Varnish

Don Johnson’s 2 Small Boxes – 1” x 2” bacote 
& boxwood with friction polish 

Don Johnson’s Cherry Bowl with Carved Rim – 
3” x 9’ with sanding sealer & Watco finish
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The cover of the Spring/Summer issue of The Woodturners  
Catalog has a picture of seven nesting boxes.   After seeing  
this, I decided to make my own nesting set.  My boxes are  
made from walnut, ash, maple, cherry, mahogany, and  
ebony.  One challenge in making this set is to ensure that  
each nesting box is a snug fit both top and bottom and 
around the side.  On several boxes I had to “adjust” the  
bottom to allow room for the box to fit into the next bigger  
box.  I’ll have to admit that I cut through the bottom of one  
box during this process.  I now have a separate cedar box  
with a cherry bottom. 

Phil Hall’s East Indian Rosewood Bowl – 1.5”x 
6” with Beall =buffed Waterlox finish

Phil Hall’s East Indian Rosewood Hollow Form 
– 2” x 7”  with Beall-buffed Waterlox finish

Mark Heatwole’s Set of Nesting Boxes – 
various woods with Beall-buffed wax finish
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Das Madhavan’s Maple Bowl & Acorn Jewel 
Box with Salad Oil finish

Harriet Maloney’s Ambrosia Maple Candy Dish 
– 5” x 5” Beall-buffed Walnut Oil finish

Harriet Maloney’s Cherry Salad Bowl – 5” x 
15” Beall-buffed Walnut Oil finish
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Paul Miller’s Maple Baseballs in “Spinner” 
Glove – Friction Polish finish

Patrick O’Brien’s E. Indian Rosewood Crotch 
Hollow Form – 4” x 10”  Beall System finish

Patrick O’Brien’s Laminated Balls in Walnut 
Spinner Base – Beall System finish
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Steve Schwartz’s Magnolia Bowl with Stencil 3” 
x 5” – Wipe-on Poly finish

Dean Swagert’s Pierced Birch Vase approx. 4.5” 
x  4” – Lacquer finish
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This was my first natural edge bowl, which was 
accomplished with the aid of the great mentors at a Skill  
Enhancement workshop. 

I had a stock of logs which I had been working on and 
even with green wood sealer they started to spalt. This was  
one of the last ones and was rather soft and "punky", so  
tear out was apparent. After several coats of sanding sealer  
and sanding, the surface came smooth. Finish is just  
sanding sealer and Triple E polish. 

In the end the spalting helped the look of the bowl.

Dean Swagert’s  Blackwood and Rosewood 
Rose-Engine Box 2.5” x 3.5” – wax finish

Henri Weems’s Natural Edge Maple Bowl 6” x 
8” – finished w/sanding sealer and EEE
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Vendors

  CAW - ONEWAY PRODUCTS
CA places ONEWAY order through out the month.
Check your catalog or call up ONEWAY website at www.oneway.on to see what’s available and email your order
to CA at cadjsavoy@cox.net
Orders can be picked up at Bryant during monthly meeting, at SE workshops on the second Wed. and last Tue.
of each month or can be shipped directly to you.
CAW--ONEWAY SALE
20% OFF!!! MOST PRODUCTS PLUS SHIPPING!!!
20% OFF MOST PRODUCTS AND FREE SHIPPING ON INDIVIDUAL ORDERS OVER $850.00!!!!
SALES DO NOT INCLUDE LATHES!!!!
Will provide quote upon request.
Happy and Safe Turning!!!CA SAVOY

2Sand. com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist serving woodworking 
and woodturning workshops, founded on the principles of fast service, fair prices, 

and superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper sheets, and woodturning tools, and we can 
ship them to you today. If we offer a product on our web site then we have it in stock and ready to ship.
R. J. Stroman, a CAW member, operates 2sand. com.
Contact Rob at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: www. 2sand. com

Whether making gifts for your family or items to sell in craft shows, it’s time to get your order in for 
Penn State pen or project kits. Check out the new Penn State website at www. pennstateind. com and 
email Amy Rothberg at amy@landingcrafts.com with your orders or questions. Also note that Amy 
is a Teknatool dealer of Nova and Super Nova chucks and accessories.
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CAW 2011 Officer Roster

President, Gerry Headley,
gerryh3333@aol.com (410) 286-5958
PO Box 164, Owings, MD 20736

Vice President, Steve Schwartz
graphicsstudio@cox.net (540) 371-5641
172 Morton Rd., Fredericksburg, VA 22405

Treasurer, Phil Mannino,
philemann@verizon.net     (703) 250-2876
11543 Clara Barton Dr., Fairfax Station, VA 22039

Secretary, Al Melanson,
almelanson@msn.com (703) 250-6781
5561 Ann Peake Drive, Fairfax, VA 22032

Program Director, Mike Kinney,
mkinney578@aol.com (304) 279-9476
54 Old Martinsburg Rd. Shepherdstown, WV 25443

Operations Director, C. A. Savoy,
cadjsavoy@cox.net (703) 765-7268
1309 Gatewood Dr., Alexandria, VA 22307

Newsletter Editor, Richard Allen,
richard@gynia.com (703) 532-7375
7026 Vagabond Dr., Falls Church, VA 22042

Club Support Volunteers

Newsletter Proofreader: Betsy Crosby, Tom Boley

Show and Tell Photos: Phil Hall, George Whipple

Video Library: Adam Beissner, Vince DeWitte

Education Outreach: Aaron Grebeldinger

Bryant Display Window: George Salinas

Raffle/Auction: Walt Fink, Mike DeWan

CAW Clothing: Ben Johnson

Mentor Program: Annie Simpson

Group Buys: Frank Jessup

Coffee Center: Lou Norris, Ray Bowers

Wood Identification: Ed Karch

Donuts: Robin Watson, Ray Bowers

Video Recording: Frank Stepanski, Jeff Schnell

If your contact information changes,
including your email or mailing address,
please contact Phil Mannino at
phileman@cox.net

Skill Enhancement Points Of Contact

C. A. Savoy: cadjsavoy@cox.net
Don Johnson: drjpapaw@cox.net
Al Melanson: almelanson@msn.com
Patrick O’Brien: ohbewood@comcast.net
George Salinas: psalinas1@verizon.net
Frank Jessup: woodatf16@cox.net
Large lathes: Stubby, PM 3520, Jet 1642's, Woodfast, must be
reserved in advance of SE date. Contact CA at cadjsavoy@cox.net

YOU MUST ALSO BE A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS IF YOU WANT TO USE 
ANY OF THE TOOLS.

Monthly Meeting Information

Bryant Adult Education Center 
2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria, VA
Map with driving directions here: 
www. fcps.edu/maps/bryant.htm

Directions: From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 towards the Wilson 
Bridge over the Potomac River. Take Exit 177A (Rt. 1 South) on the  
VA side. Approximately 1. 9 miles south, you will pass the Beacon  
mall complex with Lowe’s on your right. Drive past the main  
entrance to Beacon mall, go 4 more stop lights (about 1/2 mile. )  
The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. Turn left and go two blocks.  
Bryant Center entry is on the right. Drive to the East side of the  
building.  Parking is on the side or in the rear of the building. The  
entrance to the wood working shop and meeting rooms is off the  
back corner of the east side of Bryant Center

CAW Mentor Program 

Contact -Annie Simpson 
e-mail - simpson.annie@gmail.com
Phone – 703-391-7950

Do you want help with a specific project or to improve your general  
woodturning skills?  Then the CAW mentoring program is for you.  
Contact Annie Simpson for an explanation of the process and/or  
assistance in finding a mentor in your area.
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