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Saturday, October 12, 2013,  
8:30 to 2:30 at Bryant HS. 

David Reed Smith 

 David Reed Smith will be giving the 

demo on October 12th.  David is a prolific and 

somewhat eclectic author of more than 60 

woodturning articles.  The majority of his 

articles have been published in Woodturning 

Design but he also has appeared in 

Woodturning, the AAW Journal, More 

Woodturning and Spin-Off.  All of his published 

articles are available on his web site:  http://
www.davidreedsmith.com. 

 Sphere Ornaments will be the subject of 

the demo.  His ornaments are hollowed quickly 

as hemispheres.  First a blank is constructed 

with a temporary joint.  The blank is mounted 

on the lathe and turned into a sphere using the 

Shadow Sphere Jig1.  The temporary joint is split 

and the hemispheres hollowed quickly like you 

wood a bowl using a vacuum/tape/jam sphere 

chuck2.  The hemispheres are then glued back 

together into a sphere and the sphere sanded 

using cup chucks.  Various strategies for 

disguising the glue line and decoration will be 

demonstrated or discussed. 

 After doing one ornament David will 

back track and show how to construct the 

chucks.                              Continued on page 2 

 We recently had Beth Ireland for a 

workshop and some interesting (and some 

would say strange) ideas surfaced as a result of 

discussions when the groups started 

collaborating.  I am currently looking for some 

ways that we can expound on the collaborative 

ideas through a challenge that those interested 

in contributing could participate in.  More to 

follow. 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

 AAW is offering a new scholarship 

program for 2014.  The program details are on 

the home page of the AAW Website http://

www.woodturner.org.  Scholarships will be 

provided for classes at the Arrowmont School of 

Arts and Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN, and the John C. 

Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, NC. 

 According to the rules of the program, it 

appears that CAW will be able to submit 3 or 4 

applicants for the scholarship.  The number is 

dependent on our total membership at the time 

of application.  The CAW board will determine 

candidates based on the following procedures 

and rules: 

                                               Continued on page 2 

 

In this issue: 

Monthly Meeting 1 

President’s Message 1 

Skill Enhancement Update 2 

Joe Ruminski and Beth Ireland 3 

 About our Members 5 

Advertisements 6 

  

  

http://www.davidreedsmith.com
http://www.davidreedsmith.com
http://www.woodturner.org
http://www.woodturner.org


www.capwoodturners.org October 2013 

[ Page 2 ] 

 Along the way he will try to work in 

various other tricks, jigs and tools. 

 You can some of what's possible with 

sphere ornaments at http://www. 
davidreedsmith.com/Gallery/SphereOrnaments/
SphereOrnaments.htm 

 He asks that you consider these 

mentioned articles as the handout for the demo: 

  1.  Shadow Sphere Jig  

www.davidreedsmith.com/Articles/
ShadowSphereJig/ShadowSphereJig.htm 

  2.  Modified Sphere Chuck  

www.davidreedsmith.com/Articles/
SlidingEccentricSphereChuck/
SlidingEccentricSphereChuck.htm  

 Feel free to contact him at 

David@DavidReedSmith.com before the demo if 

you want to see a particular ornament from the 

Gallery done, and afterwards if you have 

comments or questions.   

Frank 

 

Demonstration entrance fee is $7.  Primo subs 
will be ordered for lunch. $8.00 sub, chips and a 
drink.  Orders will be placed by 10 AM.  

M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  

( C o n t i n u e d )  

S k i l l  E n h a n c e m e n t  

W o r k s h o p  U P D A T E  

 
One slot is open for October 22 and one is open for 
November 8.  

Please see the November newsletter for an update on 
the SE workshops coming in 2014. 

October 21 
Mark Gardner — Square bowl, tex-
tured and milk painted 

October 22 
Mark Gardner — Calabash bowl 
with carved handles 

November 8 
Mike Chandler — Boxes from 
“roadkill” 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

( C o n t i n u e d )  

 Current Board members are not eligible. 

 Applications will be decided by the 

November meeting. 

 

RULES FOR APPLYING: 

1) Must be a current member of AAW and 

CAW with dues being paid in full. 

2) Provide an explanation as to why you 

should be selected. 

3) You must agree to pay the remainder of 

any incurred costs associated with this 

opportunity.  This grant is for Tuition 

only.  Travel, room and board must be 

paid for by the applicant. 

4) Agree that if accepted you will attend or 

notify CAW in time to find a substitute so 

that the opportunity does not go wasted. 

 

 If you are interested in being 

considered you must apply in writing by 

5:00 PM, November 6th, to any of the 

CAW board members. 

 

 This is a great opportunity.  Please do 

not waste any time.  Get your applications in 

soonest. 

 

Thank you and Happy, Safe Turning 

Bob 

http://www.davidreedsmith.com/Gallery/SphereOrnaments/SphereOrnaments.htm
http://www.davidreedsmith.com/Gallery/SphereOrnaments/SphereOrnaments.htm
http://www.davidreedsmith.com/Gallery/SphereOrnaments/SphereOrnaments.htm
http://www.davidreedsmith.com/Articles/ShadowSphereJig/ShadowSphereJig.htm
http://www.davidreedsmith.com/Articles/ShadowSphereJig/ShadowSphereJig.htm
http://www.davidreedsmith.com/Articles/SlidingEccentricSphereChuck/SlidingEccentricSphereChuck.htm
http://www.davidreedsmith.com/Articles/SlidingEccentricSphereChuck/SlidingEccentricSphereChuck.htm
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J o e  R u m i n s k i  a n d  B e t h  I r e l a n d  

To say Joe Ruminski is an excellent instructor is a 
gross understatement.  That he spent over 30 years 
in public education as a teacher and principal is 
immediately apparent from the beginning.  Joe 
started the workshop with quite a few planned 
projects that would maximize the learning 
experience for all levels of student.  The first project 
was a bud vase that could be accomplished by just 
simply drilling a hole for the “bud” and then shaping 

and sanding,  or that could be hollowed from the 
bottom and then shaped and removed.  This was an 
excellent opportunity to also demonstrate the 
technique of “liming” as a finish.  Everyone at this 
point realized this was going to be a very fruitful 
workshop.  Each project after that was just as 
interesting and provided all a chance to leave their 
comfort zone, if only for a short time.  The other 
projects included a wall sculpture, an off center 
bowl broaches, a goblet with a barley twist stem 
and a side grained box with inset lid.  All that 
participated left with not only new skills, but some 
mighty fine looking pieces.   

Joe’s demonstration on Saturday was just as 
outstanding.  He provided the rest of CAW the 
opportunity to see how these projects were 
completed, as well as enough information to feel 
comfortable about trying them at home on their 
own. 

Some of the Joe Ruminski take away’s include:  
 Preparing blanks for mounting on the lathe 
by drilling holes with Forstner bits of appropriate 
size to mount the piece by expanding the chuck jaws 

in the hole.  This is especially helpful in completing 
the Wall Hanging and the Off-Set Bowl. 
 Being very safety conscious.  He is most 
concerned with control of the wood. (makes sense 
as getting hit with a flying piece of wood is a great 
way to get hurt). 

 Students used at least three tools that Joe 
made and as such students learned some great tool 
making techniques.   

 Copper is getting expensive and adds a 
degree of complexity when used as a tool handle 
ferrules.  Joe uses 80 lb. test braided monofilament 
fishing line.  Just wrap it on nice and tight and then 
coat with CA glue; it is stronger than copper per Joe. 

 Joe showed a box-making scraper for 
adjusting and fitting the joint between the lid and 
base of a box.  Most had seen this tool before, but, 
now realized that the sides are sharpened with a 
scraper type bevel (and not with square sides). 

 Lots of folks are familiar with so called point 
tools.  Joe does two things differently.  He (1) 
approaches the wood with a pretty steep, below 
center, downward angle, and (2) to keep the tool 
from being too aggressive he ever so slightly dulls 
the tip, so the sides do the cutting. 

 Many big time turners say to use a light feed, 
however Joe demonstrates how — by gripping the 
tool between front hand thumb and first finger — 
movement is restricted to “meat” movement in 
those two fingers as the rear hand applies a bit of 
pressure. 

                                              Continued on page 4 
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J o e  R u m i n s k i  a n d  B e t h  I r e l a n d  ( C o n t i n u e d )  

 Joe thinks spindle roughing gouges are 
underused (he doesn't advocate the use of a spindle 
roughing gouge on faceplate work).  One of his cuts 
with it is nothing more than a skew peeling cut; 
performed by cutting in the center area of the 
gouge with the gouge held at about a 30 degree 
angle.  Yeah, I know they are usually used straight 
on to the wood, but, as another professional said 
"wood is stupid and thus don't care how it's cut - so 
use the cut that works best for you". 

Joe thanks for a really great visit. 
 
 
 
 

Beth Ireland is nothing short of a dynamo.  As 
her day job she runs Beth Ireland Woodworking and 
has since 1982.  Beth Ireland Woodworking 
specializes in architectural turning, furniture and 
custom cabinetry and she is an accomplished artist 
by night.  

An staunch advocate of teaching young turners, 
Beth equipped her van with living quarters, storage 
for her tools and a map.  She covered close to 40 
cities and taught not only woodturning but simple 
woodworking as well, to as many students, mostly 
youngsters, that showed up.  To read about her 
adventure go to  http://

www.turningaroundamerica.com .  
 
 

 
She started our workshop by having the group 

think “outside the box.”  After discussing some 
“collaboration” techniques she broke us up into 3 
groups and assigned each group a decade.  She gave 
each group a bucket of “stuff” (beads, wire, pieces 
of wood, bolts, shards of other stuff) and said 
“create something representative of your assigned 
decade.”   

She also had the students’ performing some 
architectural turning, and then set us to creating 
Barley Twists of varying sizes.  There just wasn’t 
enough time to tap all the techniques that Beth has 
to offer, so there is already another visit being 
planned.  
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Tim Aley will be demonstrating with Mid-
Maryland Woodturners (meets in Frederick) for 
Brunswick Railroad Days, October 5, and at the 
Schifferstadt Architectural Museum, October 20.  
See these sites for more information:  
www.brunswickmd.gov/railroaddays/ and 
www.frederickcountylandmarksfoundation.org/
fclf_schiffgen.html 

Richard Allen has a retail show November 2.  
Details will be here next month. 

Phil Brown’s turnings will be displayed in a wall 
case in the Gallery at Har Shalom, 11510 Falls Road 
in Potomac from November 1 through December 
21, 2013.  An opening reception occurs November 3 
from 11 AM to 1 PM.  During the show months, 
pictures will be posted at:  harshalom.org/whats-
happening/art/ 

Phil’s exhibit at the Kramer Gallery in Silver 
Spring, MD has been extended to November 1st. 

Bill Hardy will have a booth at the Craftsmen’s 
Classic Arts & Crafts Festival, October 18, 19 and 20 
in the South Hall at the Chantilly Expo Center, 4320 
Chantilly Shopping Center, Chantilly, VA.  It opens at 
10 AM and closes at 6 PM Friday and Saturday, and 
5 PM Sunday.  See  www.dullesexpo.com/v/
guestinfo/events/index10_13.htm 

Bob Horowitz (Bob The Woodturner) will 
participate in the The South Run RECenter Arts and 
Crafts Show at 7550 Reservation Drive in Springfield, 
VA.  Co-sponsored by the Northern Virginia 
Handcrafters' Guild for this 6th annual event, the 
show is October 12 and 13, from 9 to 4 on Saturday 
and 11 to 4 on Sunday.  See  www.nvhg.org/
index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=84:south‑run‑
recenter‑arts‑and‑crafts‑show&catid=98&Itemid=49
0 

Lynda Smith-Bugge has a solo exhibit, 
Undressing Trees, at the Adkins Arboretum, 12610 
Eveland Road, Ridgely, MD (eastern shore) from 
October 5 to November 29.  The opening reception 
and artist’s talk occurs Saturday, October 5, from 3 
to 5 PM.  See  www.adkinsarboretum.org/
programs_events/art.html 

 
 

A b o u t  O u r  M e m b e r s  b y  P h i l  B r o w n  

Tom Boley is scheduled to teach “Turning 
Natural Edge Bowls” on October 19, 2013 and 
January 19, 2014; “Turning a Three-Legged Stool” on 
November 2 and February 15, and “Bowl Turning” 
on Saturday, December 7, 2013 and March 22, 
2014. 

Nate Johnson teaches “The Art Of Wood 
Burning” on Saturday, January 4, 2014.  All of these 
classes run 10 AM to 5 PM, and are at Woodcraft in 
Leesburg.  Details are available at  
www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?
id=575&page=classes or call (703) 737-7880. 

Felton Gilliam teaches “Turning Bottle Stoppers” 
on Wednesday, November 27, at 6:30 PM to 9 PM. 

Nate Johnson teaches “The Art Of Wood 
Burning” on Saturday, November 16, 2013, and 
January 25, 2014.  Class is from 10 AM to 5 PM.   

John Noffsinger is scheduled to teach 
“Introduction To Hollow Turning” on Fridays, 
November 15 and 29, from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM at 
Woodcraft in Springfield, VA.  See  
www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?
id=327&page=classes for Felton, Nate and John’s 
classes. 

Mark Supik’s workshops at 1 N. Haven Street in 
Baltimore are: 

The Right Start, Spindle Turning from 8:30 AM to 
5:00 PM on Saturday November 16.   

Bowl Turning on Sunday November 17. 
Advanced Bowl Turning on Saturday October 26. 
Small class sizes and all skill levels welcome.  All 

materials and lunch provided.  Advanced turners, 
please let us know the specific skills you’d like to 
work on so that we can have the materials ready for 
you.  There is always a 20% discount for AAW and 
local woodturning club members.  Details are at: 
www.marksupikco.com (click on Get Schooled 
Here), or call (410) 732-8414.  

Don’t be shy!  Promote yourself.  Tell us 

about your woodturning activities in the 

CAW Newsletter.  Send your information 

by the 22nd of the month to Phil Brown, 

philfbrown@comcast.net, or call (301) 767-

9863. 

http://www.brunswickmd.gov/railroaddays/
http://www.frederickcountylandmarksfoundation.org/fclf_schiffgen.html
http://www.frederickcountylandmarksfoundation.org/fclf_schiffgen.html
harshalom.org/whats-happening/art/
harshalom.org/whats-happening/art/
http://www.dullesexpo.com/v/guestinfo/events/index10_13.htm
http://www.dullesexpo.com/v/guestinfo/events/index10_13.htm
http://www.nvhg.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=84:south‑run‑recenter‑arts‑and‑crafts‑show&catid=98&Itemid=490
http://www.nvhg.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=84:south‑run‑recenter‑arts‑and‑crafts‑show&catid=98&Itemid=490
http://www.nvhg.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=84:south‑run‑recenter‑arts‑and‑crafts‑show&catid=98&Itemid=490
http://www.nvhg.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=84:south‑run‑recenter‑arts‑and‑crafts‑show&catid=98&Itemid=490
http://www.nvhg.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=84:south‑run‑recenter‑arts‑and‑crafts‑show&catid=98&Itemid=490
http://www.adkinsarboretum.org/programs_events/art.html
http://www.adkinsarboretum.org/programs_events/art.html
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?id=575&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?id=575&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?id=327&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?id=327&page=classes
http://www.marksupikco.com
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  CA’s - ONEWAY PRODUCTS 

 

20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping. 

Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available. 

Will provide quote upon request.   

Happy and Safe Turning!!! 

CA SAVOY 

2Sand.com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist 

serving woodworking and woodturning workshops, 

founded on the principles of fast service, fair prices, and 

superior products.  

We carry sanding discs, sandpaper sheets, and sanding belts, and we can 

ship them to you today. If we offer a product on our web site then we have 

it in stock and ready to ship. 

R. J. Stroman at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: 

www. 2sand.com 

Whether making gifts for your family or items to sell in craft shows, it’s 

time to get your order in for Penn State pen or project kits. Check out the 

new Penn State website at www.pennstateind.com and email Amy 

Rothberg at amy@landingcrafts.com with your orders or quetions. Also 

note that Amy is a Teknatool dealer of Nova and Super Nova chucks and 

accessories. 
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Tony Joyce 

(editor) 

ajoyce@acm.org 

Send news items to: 
cawnews@cox.net 

Capital Area 

Woodturners 

 Larry Root 
 Vienna, VA 
 

 

 

N E W  M e m b e r s  

The CAW 
Newsletter is the 

official publication 
of the Capital Area 
Woodturners, Inc. 

Capital Area 

Woodturners is a 

chapter of the 

American 

Association of 

Woodturners 

Monthly Meeting Information - 

Bryant Adult Education Center 

2709 Popkins Lane, 

Alexandria, VA 

Map with driving directions here: 

www.fcps.edu/maps/
bryant.htm 

Directions:  

From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 
towards the Wilson Bridge over the 
Potomac River.  

Take Exit 177A (Rt. 1 South) on the 
VA side. 

Approximately 1.9 miles south, you 
will pass the Beacon mall complex 
with Lowe’s on your right. Drive 
past the main entrance to Beacon 
mall, go 4 more stop lights (about 
1/2 mile). 

The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. 
Turn left and go two blocks. 

Bryant Center entry is on the right. 
Drive to the East side of the 
building. Parking is on the side or in 
the rear of the building. 

The entrance to the wood working 
shop and meeting rooms is off the 
back corner of the east side of 
Bryant Center 

If your contact information 
changes, including your email or 
mailing address, please contact 
 Phil Mannino at: 

philemann@verizon.net 

M e n t o r  P r o g r a m  

Please contact Gerry Headley and Bob Pezold at: 

mentoring@capwoodturners.org 

mailto:phileman@cox.net
mailto:mentoring@capwoodturners.org?subject=CAW%20mentors

