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The CAW Newsletter is the official publication of the Capital Area Woodturners, Inc., a chapter of the 
AAW, and is published for the information of its members.

Capital Area Woodturners
Newsletter

www.capwoodturners.org

WHAT TO LOOK FOR THIS MONTH
CAW December Party
Saturday, December 3 – 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

DATES IN DECEMBER

November 29 & December 14 — Skill Enhancement Workshops at Bryant HS (9:00 am -3:00 pm); $5 fee if 
using any tools (lathe, band saw, drill press, etc.). Must be AAW member to use any tools. Watching is free.
 
Frank Jessup woodatf16@cox.net  will be teaching a mini class on ornament turning.
 
Quote from Frank “On 29 Nov, we will turn a one-piece snowman, do very simple decorations, and make our  
own eyelet for it (most commercial eyelets are too large).  You should go away with a snowman ornament (that  
only requires a gloss sealer coat of finish) and a shop made sanding mandrel.  If interested you should email CA  
to reserve a lathe (minis preferred) and bring a small skew, your favorite spindle gouge, pencil, and hook and  
loop sanding disc in 150 and 220 – one of each; 2 inch preferred.  You should also bring your chuck with #2  
jaws for best fit on your new sanding mandrel).  Also, copy me on your email to CA so I can bring the right  
amount of supplies for which there might be a nominal charge, all funds I collect go to grandson’s 729 plan.  On  
14 Dec, we will make a more complicated multi piece ornament.  More details on the 14 Dec ornament after we  
finish the 29 Nov ornament and consider lessons learned.

LOOKING AHEAD

Saturday, January 14, 2012 – Monthly CAW Meeting and “A Duel”
Saturday, February 11, 2012 - TBD

file:///Users/richardallen/Desktop/CAW_Newsletter_Articles/12_2011_newsletter/http://www. capwoodturners. org
mailto:woodatf16@cox.net
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CAW President's Message (Gerry Headley)
This will be my final President’s message, so let me be tearful.  Thank you all for your support in these past three  
years.  It’s been a great time and I’ve enjoyed all the fellowship and learning we’ve been able to have together.  
We’ve seen a lot of professional turners come our way, had great opportunities to show the rest of the  
woodworking world what we do, and watched our membership dip and then grow back.  We’ve had plenty of  
meals together including lots of subs from Primos.  We’ve had our fair share of wood buys, most of which were  
good (okay, one was bad.)  We’ve enhanced our video recording capability and the variety in our group buys has  
never been better.  Lots of new opportunities have come and gone including one we were able to successfully  
dodge – like the AAW Board debacle.  But I want you to know that any success I have had as president has been  
because of all the hard volunteer work you do for the club.  I am dearly indebted to you.

I leave you in good hands with the 2012 Board.  Steve Schwartz is not only a good guy and a great turner, but he  
will also be an outstanding leader.  Extend to him the same courtesy you gave me as a new president and you  
will do well for each other.  He’s got some great ideas and I look forward to see what he does for the club.  With  
his dedication and your hard work, the future of CAW looks bright.

I look forward to seeing you all soon at the CAW Holiday Ball.  We’ll have a fun time there and I hope you’ll get  
a chance to come out.
 
Gerry Headley, CAW President (2009-2011)
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ABOUT the CAW December Party

Our last gathering of the year is rapidly approaching.  It is our annual holiday party, a potluck dinner to celebrate  
the end of another wonderful year of fellowship in CAW. Unlike our regular meeting day, this event will be on  
the first Saturday of the month, December 3rd.  We will be partying at:
 
Messiah United Methodist Church
6215 Rolling Road
Springfield, VA
 
Messiah UMC is hosting a food drive this year, so we invite you to bring a canned good for the local food  
pantry.  There will be a drop-off box near the entrance.
 
As with any potluck, we would like you to bring in a dish. We will be supplying ham, chicken, lasagna, and  
drinks as usual. We will also cover the plates, napkins, and cutlery.  There is a kitchen available to keep food  
warm before serving. We will be in a church, so no alcoholic drinks will be allowed. You should bring in a dish  
with at least eight servings.  Here are suggestions based on the first letter of your last name:
 
A to C Side dishes (potatoes, vegetables, etc)
D to J Appetizers of any sort
K to O Vegetarian, ethnic foods, salads
P to Z Desserts (cookies, pies, cakes, etc)
 
Please bring a cheap serving spoon or other utensil for your dish.  Put your name on your dish to make sorting it  
out a little bit easier.  And make sure you get your dish before you leave. Help with setup and clean up is  
appreciated.  We will be setting up tables at 4:30 pm and cleaning up before we leave.
 
This year, as always, we will have a turning contest and a turned gift exchange.  The turning contest will be a  
judging by popular vote on the most attractive or imaginative holiday turning.  It can be an ornament or any  
other turning that catches the holiday spirit.  Each guest will get a ballot. There will be four place prizes for the  
top turnings displayed.
 
For the gift exchange, we'll be doing things a little different this year. We will be judging by popular vote which  
was the nicest gift.  Bring in an object you are proud of and would enjoy giving away and you can pick a number  
to chose someone else's turning in exchange.  The turners of the three most popular gifts will each get first,  
second, and third choices in the exchange.  Once brought in for the gift exchange, it is considered bad form to  
pull it back. Both the holiday turning contest and the gift exchange are optional and members can enter one or  
both events.
 
Come on out and have a great time!

5:00 Social Hour
Fun, camaraderie, hors d’oeuvres, soft drinks, inspecting of items in the ornament and wood-swap contests, a  
serenade by the McLean Youth String Quartet.

6:00 Dinner
Really great food prepared by others, woodturner or not, it will all be good. As always, the meat dishes, drinks  
and eating utensils will be provided by CAW.  CAW will provide honey-baked ham, buckets of fried chicken,  
and lasagna casseroles. Also provided will be all paper products, decorations, and all nonalcoholic beverages. If  
you would like to have something else, please plan on bringing it. No alcohol please. Vote for your favorite  
ornament and wood swap items.
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7:00 and beyond
Voting continues, then awards for ornament contest. Social interaction will be the call of the night; everyone’s  
help will be appreciated in cleanup.  Please bring a cheap serving spoon or other utensil for your dish. Label your  
dish with your name and be sure to get it before you leave. Help with setup and clean up is appreciated.  We will  
be setting up tables at 4:30 pm and cleaning up before we leave.

For the CAW December Party this year the board would like to have the membership contribute turnings for  
door prizes.  What should you make?  Make what you love to make.  The CAW December Party is at a time  
when we all celebrate each other and celebrate what we do.

What does this mean for you?  If you would like to contribute one of your turnings you can participate in one of  
the following ways:

A.  Bring your door prize contribution with you to the party.

B.  Deliver your turning to the November 29 Skills Enhancement

C.  Contact me, Richard Allen, (richard@gynia.com or 703 532-7375) and I will find a way to get your turning 
to the CAW Holiday Ball.

You do not have to attend the CAW December Party to contribute a turning.  You do not have to contribute a  
turning to be eligible for a door prize.

Come celebrate our group of makers, of woodturners.  Contribute something that you make.  Help make the  
CAW December Party a celebration.

Directions to the CAW December Party

From Maryland by way of Wilson Bridge:
Take Beltway toward Springfield, keeping to the RIGHT at the Springfield Interchange in order to take the exit  
toward Springfield and then Rt 644 West (Old Keene Mill Rd) about three miles to Rolling Road, then north a  
block and a half past the McDonald's, car wash, and then the church driveway on the right.

From Maryland from the American Legion Bridge:
Take Beltway south toward Springfield, but exit on Braddock Rd to the west. Left on Burke Lake Rd, which is  
just past King's Park, then left again at the light at Rolling Rd.  A couple miles south on Rolling, watch for the  
fire station on the right, then a post office, and make the next LEFT across from Bauer Street, which is to the  
right.

From the northwest, (Chantilly) VA:
Take the Fairfax County Parkway from US 66 (or from farther north, if you like) about 11 miles and then left on  
Old Keene Mill Rd. Go east about three miles and then left on Rolling Rd, which is north. A block and a half  
north, turn right into the church parking lot just past the Citgo Gas, McDonald's, and car wash.

mailto:richard@gynia.com
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The Call of the Lathe by Tom Boley

With the holidays rapidly approaching, we are all starting to think about the zillion things we have to do before  
Christmas comes.  One of those things is buying, making, or at least somehow obtaining presents for friends and  
family.  Those who are lucky have stuff left over from last year which you just didn't use, or maybe a little 
"re-gifting" may help you out.  Those who are not so lucky will have to devote some time to the process --  
sometimes a LOT of time.  Frankly, I find it harder to come up with what to get rather than the actual getting.  
More on that later.

One of the great joys of the season is the CAW Christmas party, in years past also known as the Woodturners  
Ball.  We always had a ball, but there were no formal gowns, tuxedos, or fancy decorations.  It was all pretty  
simple, but just a great time to get together with our woodturning friends and their families for an evening kind  
of devoted to woodturning but mostly to just a relaxing time to sit and chat.  It seems that we don't get much of  
that time at CAW, mostly because of the format rather than interest.  I always look forward to the time before the  
meeting to be able to spend time just visiting with my fellow turners but with all the activities, sometimes it is  
hard to relax and focus.  The Christmas party is tailor-made for just that.  And the FOOD!  I love potlucks and  
the ladies (and men, too!) have always produced some delicious dishes to share with everyone.  But back to the  
gift thing....

It is woodturning which brings us together and it is woodturning which can save our bacon when it comes to  
Christmas presents, from a huge salad bowl to tiny hollow birdhouse earrings.  We make beautiful wood pens,  
bottle stoppers, bowls, hollow forms, jewelry, utensils, ornaments, and a host of both practical and impractical  
things which are just plain fun to turn.  I gave my aunt one of those hollow Christmas tree ornaments one year  
and she said something like, "Oh Tom, it's beautiful.  It'll go so well with the one you gave me last year." 
Aaarrrrggghh.  "Did I give you one of these last year?" went the conversation, and the answer of course was yes.  
So, as you are getting in your last minute shopping, last minute turning, and last minute planning on which  
parties to attend and what to take, Number 1 on the list should be working your December schedule so that you  
can go to the CAW Christmas party.  It will be a very enjoyable evening.  But as The Call of the Lathe whispers  
in your ear about all the great presents you can make for all the family, remember one little piece of advice  
which I give to all my woodturning students -- keep track of what you give to whom so you don't repeat the  
same thing to the same person!   And do I do this myself?  Hmmmmm.....
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What Happened Last Month by Richard Allen

The month of November saw a terrific Show&Tell table with many outstanding finely crafted items.  Please look  
at the Show&Tell section of the newsletter to see pictures of the items.

The business meeting brought up three topics.  First was a discussion of the up coming CAW holiday party.  The  
basic information about the party was discussed, details in other parts of the newsletter.  There is a new  
opportunity to share your love of woodturning at the party.  That makes 3 turning opportunities:

There will be a contest, voted on by the folks attending the party, which is comprised of seasonally themed  
turnings.  This is mostly tree ornaments but any turning which has a seasonal theme is a valid entry.  Last year a  
winged angle about 10” high was the winner.  First, Second, Third and Fourth will win prizes.

There will be a gift exchange.  Bring a turning as an exchange gift.  These turnings will also be judged by the  
popular vote of the folks at the party.  The first three places will get the first three selections of the other items on  
the gift exchange table.

The third opportunity is to donate door prizes for the party.  There will be some purchased door prizes.  We are a  
club of woodturners.  We make things all the time.  We also appreciate each others work.  For example I am  
known for the platters I make.  I like making platters and I will be donating one of my platters as a door prize for  
the party.  Steve Swartz is donating a nice bowl, Gerry is donating one of his excellent pens, Frank Jessup is  
donating a snowman ornament.  Join in and be a part of the fun.

We are a club of woodturners.  We make things all the time.  Who better to appreciate what we do than  
ourselves.  Turn three things, a seasonally themed item, a gift exchange item and an item which will be a door  
prize.

The third item discussed was the CAW 2012 budget.  The budget was voted on and approved.

The business meeting was followed by a demo by world renowned woodturner Alan Lacer.  Alan is the king of  
the skew and Alan shared with us a wealth of knowledge about the skew.  We learned about the shape of the  
skew, the grind of a skew, the sharpening of the skew and honing of the skew.  Who knew that there was so  
much to learn about the skew.  This was followed by the use of the skew.  There are many different cuts which  
can be made with the skew and Alan showed us how each of those cuts are made and why we would want to  
make them.  Alan also showed us the two types of difficulties which can occur with the skew, the run back and  
the dig in.  These errors were explained in detail so that we all understood how to avoid these “design  
opportunities”.

Hook tools and turning end grain bowls were going to be covered after lunch but I left the meeting at lunch time.

New Members
Paula Jaffe Annandale, VA
Robert Mulholland Accokeek, MD
Philip Neuscheler Washington, DC



     Capital Area Woodturners December  2011 page 8

Why I attend the CAW Woodturner's Ball by Richard Allen
I have attended each of the CAW December Parties.  Each of the parties has things which make the time spent  
very special for me.  The first party we didn't know what we were doing or what to expect.  The pot luck was  
outstanding. Dick Krehling made sausages that were to die for.  There was an ornament contest and a turning  
exchange.  The turning exchange has always been a treat for me.  Here are pictures of the turnings I have  
received in the exchange:

These are all treasures and I figure I am very lucky to have these wonder turnings by these wonderful  
woodturners the wonderful friends.

The party is a chance to visit with other turners and spouses.  

One year we made tiny vases over at Dick Krehling's shop with Allan Beckers's help.  These tiny vases were  
fitted with a pin so they could be attached to clothes and a tiny test tube was inserted so that water and a flower  
could be put in the vase.  We made a bunch of these so that every woman at the party could wear a flower.

So start off December visiting wonderful people, share your love of woodturning with folks who actually  
understand our addiction.  Bring your spouse so she can understand it isn't just you who has the woodturning  
affliction.  Give your spouse a chance to talk to other woodturning widows.  Let them compare notes about how  
to deal with shavings in the laundry.

I look forward to seeing you at the CAW December Party.
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About Our Members (by Phil Brown)

Phil Brown has three pieces in The Power of Artful Light II, a Senior Artists Alliance exhibit at Edison Gallery,  
702  Eight Street NW, Washington, DC, November 22 - December 23, 2011.  Opening reception is December  
3rd from 2 to 5 PM.  Phil demonstrated turning in the wood shop at VisArts in Rockville, MD on November  
17th, as part of the MCW support of The Woodworkers Club (WoodCraft) exhibit of member's work.

Bob Horowitz will participate in the McLean Holiday Crafts Show December 2 thru 4, at the McLean  
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave, McLean, VA.

On November 19th Patrick O'Brien demonstrated to Chesapeake Woodturners at the shop of Ted Rudie.  He  
covered how to perform easily repeatable and consistent texturing and patterning on spindles finished with his  
trademark, winged, natural edge vessel. You can see Patrick's work at www.ohbewood.com

Tom Boley teaches Bowl Turning on December 3rd, and Turning Natural Edge Bowls on  Saturday, January 21,  
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM, at WoodCraft of Leesburg, VA.  Call 703-737-7880 or see:  
www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575&page=classes

Mark Supik's workshops at 1 N. Haven Street in Baltimore will be Bowl Turning on Saturday Dec 10 and The  
Right Start, Spindle Turning on Sunday Dec 11.  $150/day.  8:30 am to 5:00 pm.  All materials and lunch are  
provided.  Small class sizes and all skill levels welcome.  Advanced turners, please let us know the specific skills  
you'd like to work on so that we can have the materials ready for you. Details are at: www.marksupikco.com 
(click on Get Schooled Here), or call 410-732-8414.  There is always a 20% discount for woodturning club  
members

Don't be shy!  Promote yourself.  Tell us about your woodturning activities in the CAW Newsletter.  Send your  
information by the 22nd of the previous month to Phil Brown, philfbrown@comcast.net, or call 301-767-9863.

mailto:philfbrown@comcast.net
http://www.ohbewood.com/
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Show & Tell

 Bob Kinsel1 12 x 4 inch ambrosia maple bowl w/polyurethane finish

Bob Kinsel  12 x 6 inch maple bowl w/walnut oil finish
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Bruce Boke  3.5 x 1.5 inch cocobolo duck call w/ EEE-Mylands finish

Harriet Maloney  banksia pod and holly salt and pepper (Shellawax finish)
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Harriet Maloney  4 x 4 inch amboyna burl cup Beall-buffed oil finish

 Phil Mannino 5 x 4 inch cherry jewelry box with double-ring insert  (Beall-buffed Bush oil finish)
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Harriet Maloney  maple burl and walnut miniature goblets  (wax finish)

Das Madhavan  5 species  segmented vase  (teak oil finish)
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Das Madhavan  segmented bowl   (teak oil finish)

Dick Stohr  mixed timber bottle stoppers  (friction polish finish)
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Don Maloney Siberian elm burl turnings  (walnut oil finish)

Don Maloney  hornbeam mallets
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Harriet Maloney  12 inch magic wands  red heart and black walnut  (Shellawax finish)

Mike McVeigh  6 x 3 inch oak candle jar (tung oil finish)
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Steve Schwartz  6 inch cherry bowl with brass wire trim

Steve Schwartz  10 inch magnolia bowl
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Steve Schwarz  8 inch oak bowl with bead trim

Adam Beissner  10 inch E. Indian rosewood bowl (Beall-buffed oil  finish)
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Don Johnson  12 inch cherry bowl w/undercut rim  (Beall-buffed sanding sealer finish)

Scott Hurley 8 inch  5-sided walnut bowl  (Beall-buffed Watco oil finish)
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Henry Weems  6 inch ambrosia maple pot  (EEE and sanding sealer finish)

Mike McInerney 15 inch spalted red oak natural edge bowl
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  CA’s - ONEWAY PRODUCTS
 

Up to 25% discount on most ONEWAY products , except lathes,   plus shipping.
Orders will be shipped direct to you. Sale good thru Dec.11,2011.
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca and make up your Christmas list!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
Will provide quote upon request.
 
Happy and Safe Turning!!!
CA SAVOY

2Sand. com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist serving woodworking 
and woodturning workshops, founded on the principles of fast service, fair prices, 

and superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper sheets, and woodturning tools, and we can 
ship them to you today. If we offer a product on our web site then we have it in stock and ready to ship.
R. J. Stroman, a CAW member, operates 2sand. com.
Contact RJ at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: www. 2sand.com

Whether making gifts for your family or items to sell in craft shows, it’s time to get your order in for 
Penn State pen or project kits. Check out the new Penn State website at www. pennstateind. com and 
email Amy Rothberg at amy@landingcrafts.com with your orders or questions. Also note that Amy 
is a Teknatool dealer of Nova and Super Nova chucks and accessories.

http://www.oneway.ca/
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Concord Shopping Center Leesburg Plaza 
6123 Backlick Rd. 512 E Market St. 
Springfield, Va. 22150 Leesburg, Va. 20176 
703-912-6727 703-737-6166 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CAW--WC--Coupon

Try General Finishes new Wood Turning Finish
I’m so sure you’ll like it that I’ll give you 20% off to
try it. It comes in three different sizes, dries quick and
can even be sprayed on. Is durable like a CA finish
without the smell and mess. You can even laser over it.
Expires 12/15/2011

Must present this coupon at time of purchase 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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CAW 2011 Officer Roster
President, Gerry Headley,
gerryh3333@aol.com (410) 286-5958
PO Box 164, Owings, MD 20736

Vice President, Steve Schwartz
graphicsstudio@cox.net (540) 371-5641
172 Morton Rd., Fredericksburg, VA 22405

Treasurer, Phil Mannino,
philemann@verizon.net  (703) 250-2876
11543 Clara Barton Dr., Fairfax Station, VA 22039

Secretary, Al Melanson,
almelanson@msn.com (703) 250-6781
5561 Ann Peake Drive, Fairfax, VA 22032

Program Director, Mike Kinney,
mkinney578@aol.com (304) 279-9476
54 Old Martinsburg Rd. Shepherdstown, WV 25543

Operations Director, C. A. Savoy,
cadjsavoy@cox.net (703) 765-7268
1309 Gatewood Dr., Alexandria, VA 22307

Newsletter Editor, Richard Allen,
richard@gynia.com (703) 532-7375
7026 Vagabond Dr., Falls Church, VA 22042

Club Support Volunteers

Newsletter Proofreader: Betsy Crosby, Tom Boley

Show and Tell Photos: Phil Hall, George Whipple

Video Library: Adam Beissner, Vince DeWitte

Education Outreach: Aaron Grebeldinger

Bryant Display Window: George Salinas

Raffle/Auction: Walt Fink, Mike DeWan

CAW Clothing: Ben Johnson

Mentor Program: Annie Simpson

Group Buys: Frank Jessup

Coffee Center: Lou Norris, George Jones

Wood Identification: Ed Karch

Donuts: Robin Watson, Ray Bowers

Video Recording: Frank Stepanski, Jeff Schnell

If your contact information changes,
including your email or mailing address,
please contact Phil Mannino at
philemann@verizon.net 

Skill Enhancement Points Of Contact

C. A. Savoy: cadjsavoy@cox.net
Don Johnson: drjpapaw@cox.net
Al Melanson: almelanson@msn.com
Patrick O’Brien: ohbewood@comcast.net
George Salinas: psalinas1@verizon.net
Frank Jessup: woodatf16@cox.net
Large lathes: Stubby, PM 3520, Jet 1642's, Woodfast, must be
reserved in advance of SE date. Contact CA at 
cadjsavoy@cox.net

YOU MUST ALSO BE A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS IF YOU WANT TO USE 
ANY OF THE TOOLS.

Monthly Meeting Information

Bryant Adult Education Center 
2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria, VA
Map with driving directions here: 
www. fcps.edu/maps/bryant.htm

Directions: From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 towards the Wilson 
Bridge over the Potomac River. Take Exit 177A (Rt. 1 South) on the  
VA side. Approximately 1. 9 miles south, you will pass the Beacon  
mall complex with Lowe’s on your right. Drive past the main  
entrance to Beacon mall, go 4 more stop lights (about 1/2 mile. )  
The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. Turn left and go two blocks.  
Bryant Center entry is on the right. Drive to the East side of the  
building.  Parking is on the side or in the rear of the building. The  
entrance to the wood working shop and meeting rooms is off the  
back corner of the east side of Bryant Center

CAW Mentor Program 

Contact -Annie Simpson 
e-mail - simpson.annie@gmail.com
Phone – 703-391-7950

Do you want help with a specific project or to improve your general  
woodturning skills?  Then the CAW mentoring program is for you.  
Contact Annie Simpson for an explanation of the process and/or  
assistance in finding a mentor in your area.


